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The Malayan Postal Administration in the Dutch East
Indies during the Japanese occupation 1942-1945

by J. R. van Nieuwkerk
Dai Nippon, February 2023

Reviewed by Stephan Busono, ISJP #6669

J. R. van Nieuwkerk deserves a commendation for tackling such a challenging
topic, but he is an expert author and not new to challenges. There have been
articles written about ““the Malayan connection™ but no one has attempted to
write about this topic in great length and in as much detail as Rob van Nieuwkerk
has done. It is understandable that no single volume has been written about this
area because, as he put it in the foreword, “it was not considered really Dutch,
Malayan, or Indonesian”. In this new book, the author documents the postal
history of a long-neglected and unfamiliar area, even for serious Japanese
Occupation collectors. It has taken the author more than five years of research
in putting this book together, with the stated intention of making this book *“a
basis for further investigation and discovery” on this topic. He has accomplished
his goal and more.

The book is organized into four parts. The first
section comprises three pages of important
background information on the Great East Asia

War, the Japanese invasion of the Dutch East
Indies, and the merger of Sumatra and Malaya
in March of 1942 under the control of the 25"
Army headquartered in Syonan. The Japanese
had also split the Riau Islands from Sumatra
and placed them under Syonan in February
1942,

The next 65 pages are dedicated to Sumatra.
The author first discusses the reorganization of
Sumatra residencies, and then goes into detail
on the postal service in Sumatra between 27
April 1942 until its sudden separation from
Syonan in April of 1943. Meticulous details of
the overprints of the different residencies are
presented, with clear examples in full colors.
He then discusses the postal stationery types
used, followed by a large section on the usage
of known Malayan stamps in Sumatra (Figure
1). There is a section on postal tariffs, with a
concise table and examples (Figure 2). The
author then describes in several sections the
aspects of the 1 October 1942 general postal
administration office regulation which
implemented common policies and practices in
Malaya and Sumatra such as tariffs, stamp
issues, censorship, cancellations, and

The Malayan Postal Administration
in the Dutch East Indies during
the Japanese Occupation
1942-1945
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languages, as well as reestablishment of postal connections beyond Malaya-S:iicia. A pawaularly interesting
topic discussed is the short-lived new postal tariffs which were falsely introduced in South Sumatra in October
1942. It was a mystery how this rate change came about, since no official announcement could be found in the
newspaper. The tariffs reverted to the old ones after a little more than 3 months. This chaotic period in taniffs
did not take place in other parts of Sumatra and Malaya. As a result, these revalued postal stationery items are
very rare and highly sought after by collectors (Figure 3).

The Riau Islands are discussed next. The author starts by giving a historical background of the islands and
describes their administrative and postal organization, the postal tariffs, and when services were restored to
different destinations (with the reference to the dates the announcement were published in Syonan Times). He
goes on to describe the postage stamps used on the islands, including detailed explanations of the different types
of overprints. Postal stationery used on the islands is discussed, with examples and variations if known, such as
for the definitive postcard of 1943 (paper, color, designs, size, and watermark). Cancellation and censorship on
the islands are also clearly illustrated.

In the following subchapters, he delves deeper into individual island groups and the post offices following the
same format (historical background, postage stamps, cancellations, and postal stationery). Postwar postal
situations and items are aiso included in the discussion when pertinent.

The last section of the book is The Appendix (pages 195-274). It opens with important information on each
known Malayan stamp with usage in Sumatra and the Riau Islands. He lists each stamp individually and provides
examples of usage, with a table of known post offices where the stamp was known to have been used. The
commentary on each stamp is worth noting since the author with his extensive knowledge informs us why, for
example, there was not a single franking use for 1¢ Straits Settlements stamps in Sumatra (Figure 4). The
occupation definitive issues of Malaya and Sumatra, as well as the Postal Savings Bank and the Commemorative
Second Anniversary of Reborn Malaya issues, receive attention as well. Usage of the Malayan Postal Union
Postage Due Stamps rounds up The Appendix.

As a specialist collector in Japanese Occupation of the Dutch East Indies and a student of the era, I thoroughly
enjoyed reading this book, which 1s the most comprehensive reference available in this topic. The writing style
is clear, engaging, and accessible. The organization of the book is logical, and he clarifies a mystery that has long
puzzled collectors of the cra regarding the revalued postal items found used in South Sumatra.

I hope that a second edition will be published in the future with fresh knowledge and new findings. This is a
formidable area 1o collect, since there is not an abundance of materials available on the market. Nevertheless,
this book has filled a void in the Japanese Occupation Philately of the Dutch East Indies. This book belongs on
the shelf of every serious Japanese Occupation collector, especially for the specialist in the Dutch East Indies,
Malaya, and Indonesia areas. To obtain a copy, you may contact Dai Nippon (www.dai-nippon.nl) or the author
at vnieuwkerk(@gmx.net. B

o
Correction to past issue of Japanese Philately
JP 16/116 In the first full paragraph, 4™ and 5™ lines, change “In 1810 tobacco was made a state

monopoly, following a system originated in France that same year.” to “The first monopoly
was 1n France in 1810, but not in Japan.”
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ISJP participation at the Great American Stamp Show in Hartford CT
15 to 18 August 2024

Early in 2024, the officers of ISJP decided to secure a society booth at the Great American Stamp Show
(GASS) that was to be held in the Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford. Editor Ken Bryson,
Publisher Ken Kamholz, and Assistant Publisher Lee Wilson staffed the booth.

R 1 "l We distributed sample copies of Japanese
il 1‘; i' o Philately, and showcased our entire series of
1 1 : monographs. A number of show attendees
IELIEE i brought Japanese philatelic items _for
I & identification as well as advice on collecting

" Japanese stamps, and numerous ISJP

members stopped by to chat and share

stories. We enrolled several new members,

as well as reinstating a former member, :m_d
handed out quite a few membership

applications to interested visitors.

Attendance at GASS also provic_led an
opportunity for the ISJP team to brainstorm
about the society’s future, as well as do some

- i icipation in upcomin
[ Left to right: Ken Bryson, Lee Wilson, Ken Kamholz | bl:nchrnarkmg on particip P g
SNOwWS.

On Saturday evening, we hosted a society dinner at the Feng Chophouse in Hartford. It was a wonderful
opportunity to get to know
fellow members in a convivial
setting.

On Sunday, member Harold
Krische presented his study of
“The 1919 Ninoshima POW
Camp Exhibition and its
Postcards”, and Ken Kamholz
gave his talk on “Japonica:
What it’s all about
philatelically™.

The fine turnout encourages us
to consider attending more
such national events. Shows in
2025 are currently under
consideration, and we are
already committed to being

present at the Boston 2026

Left to right: Jonathan Johnson, Charlie Neison, Lee Wilson, Ken Bryson,
World Expo (see JP 79/52). m Terri Bryson, Winston Marshall, Stephan Busono, Ken Kamholz,
Harold Krische, Michael White
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