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were issued in the mr!}f 196057 'lhum'er may be far
more complicated than you realize.

This article explains how some of the messy political
(and postal) history of the island of New Guinea led to the
United Nations Temporary Executive Authority (UNTEA)
operations on the island and the creation of those stamps.
And for collectors of Netherlands and Colonies, the article
explores the many variations of the UNTEA stamps them-
selves. The history of Papua, known today as New Guinea,
is a complicated story involving much conflict between the
various groups of indigenous people on the island, between
major countries in the world, and between the indigenous
people and the countries trying to colonize the island.
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Figure 1. Front and reverse of Netherlands Indies 5-cent postal card used
in West New Guinea before post offices were officially open. It was sent
from Doreh (Manakwari area) canceled on June 29, 1898, to Tanetter
near Makassar (now Sulawesi), Images courtesy of Han Dijkstra.
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The exploration and conflicts in New
Guinea’s history result in a rich and
complex story about the various postal
systems used on the island.

The island of Papua, the second-
largest island in the world, was orig-
inally attached to the continent of
Australia until the flooding of the Tor-
res Strait separated them about 10,000
vears ago. It is believed that the first
indigenous people arrived more than
50,000 years ago.

When the Spanish and Portuguese
first started exploring the island in
search of spice in the 1500s, they
referred to the island as "Papua,” a
term used by the local inhabitants.
Later, Spanish explorers began to call
it “New Guinea” because they noticed
a resemblance between the Papuans
and the indigenous people of Spanish
Guinea in Africa.

In 1602, the Dutch established the
Dutch East India Company for trade
around the Indonesian archipelago,
which also included the western half
of New Guinea. Various countries
and their territories, including Por-
tugal, Spain, France, the Nether-
lands, Germany, the British Colony
of Queensland, Australia, the United
Kingdom and later, Japan and Indo-
nesia all tried to claim parts of New
Guinea over the past 500 years, Con-
flicts remain today within the island.

Initially, the Dutch were the most
successful in claiming and holding on
to parts of the island, and in 1828 they
formally proclaimed the western part
of the island as part of the Kingdom
of the Netherlands and called it “Neth-
erlands New Guinea.”" After different
claims for the eastern half of the island
between France, the British Colony of
Cueensland, and Germany, by 1884 the
island of New Guinea was "controlled”

by the Dutch on the western half of

the island and incorporated into the
“The Netherlands Indies”; Germany
controlled one-third of the island, the
northeastern part, and called it "Ger-
man New Guinea™; and the remain-
ing one-third of the island, on the
southeastern side, was controlled by
the British, and was called "British

Figure 2. A used pair of the
Metherlands Indies S-cent blue,
WVPH 22 used on a card or letter
with a Ternate postmark of
August 13, 1899, Image courtesy
of Han Dijkstra. The NVPH listing
is from Dutch NVPH Speciale
2020 Catalogus.,
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Figure 3. Airmail letter sent from Hollandia, West New Guinea, on April 1, 1946, to Basel,
Switzerland. It contains two of the Netherlands Indies 1945 7 ¥ gray, NVPH 308 and three of
the 1945 10-cent brown issue, NVPH 309,
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Figure 4. Front
and reverse
of a postcard
sent from
Stephansort,
German New
Guinea, to
Eisenach,
Germany, in
1898 using a
Germany 1889
10 pf stamp
(Scott 48) and
sailing ship on
reverse side.
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Figure 5. Front and reverse of a cover e !
sent from Stephansort, German New
Guinea, to Wurttemberg, Germany,
in 1994 with four stamps from the
1885 German series, two 3 pf stamps,
ane 5 pf stamp and one 10 pf stamp
[Seott 46,47, mddlﬁ,mspecﬁwm.
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Figure 6. The front and reverse of a 5 pf pasteard sent in 1898 from Stephansort, German
New Guinea, to Berlin, Germany. The reverse side of the postcard is a colorful picture of Erima
Harbor, German New Guinea.
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New Guinea” (see Map | on page 793).
After the creation of "Australia” by the
Federation Act, uniting all the colonies
of Australia into one country of the
“Commonwealth of Australia® in 1901,
the United Kingdom transferred the
administration of British New Guinea
to the new federal Commonwealth of
Australia in 1905, It was then named
“The Territory of Papua.”

Early 1900s
New Guinea

Metherlands New Guinea

During the early period of New
Guinea before World War 1, various
stamps were used by the different gov-
ernments controlling the regions. The
Dutch introduced stamps for the Meth-
erlands Indies in 1864 and these were
eventually used in the Netherlands
New Guinea, The first post offices were
opened in Netherlands New Guinea
in 1898 (Fakfak and Manokwari}, fol-
lowed by Merauke in 1902, Prior to the
openings of the post offices, Nether-
lands Indies postal stationery was used
in some cases. Figure 1 is an example
of Netherland Indies stationery used in
New Guinea prior to the opening of the
first auxiliary post office.

The first actual Netherlands Indies
stamp known to be used in New Guin-
ea after the first post offices were
opened is the 1890 5-cemt Numeral
(Cipher) in blue (Netherlands Indies
Scott 22). An example of a pair that
was used on a card or letter from
Manokwari is seen in Figure 2.

Various types of stamps for the
Metherlands Indies were used in Neth-
erlands New Guinea until World War
Il, and then after WWII until 1950.
The example shown in Figure 3 was
sent from Hollandia to Basel, Switzer-
land, in 1946 (two Netherlands Indies
Scott 254 and three Scott 2535).

German New Guinea

In the northeast of New Guinea,
in the colony of German New Guinea,
they sometimes used German stamps
beginning in 1888, Figures 4 and 5
show a German 10-pfennig postcard
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Map 1. New Guinea, circa
1900, The Netherand Indies
territary is outlined in
| vellow; German New Guinea
is eutlined in orange; British
New Guinea is outlined in
ale pink.

sent from Stephansort, German New Guinea, in 1898, and a
letter sent in 1894, also sent from Stephansort,

Beginning in 1897 Germany stamps were overprinted
with the words “Deutsch-Neu-Guinea,” An example of
this overprint, shown in Figure 6, is a 5 pf postcard, again
sent from Stephansort. On the reverse of the posteard is a
scene from Erima Harbor. German New Guinea stamps
were Issued in 1901 and these were used until WWI, The
first series issued in 1901 had the words “Deutsch-Neu-

T u

Guinea,” and the second series issued in 1914 ran the words
“NeuGuinea” together without the hyphen (Figure 7).

In September 1914, during WWI, Australia invaded
German New Guinea, and Germany lost control of this
territory. For a short time the Australians used overprinted
Germany Mew Guinea stamps in the postal system. The Aus-
tralian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force overprinted
existing stocks of Germany New Guinea stamps, and also
from the German Marshall Islands, with the letters “G.R.L"

Figure 8. German Marshall

AARAAAN - Islands 20 pf (Scott 19) and . 4 -

Figure 7. A German New Guinea 3-mark German New Guinea 20 pf Figure 9. Australian 3-pence ' .

stamp issued in 1901 (German Mew (New Britain S5cott 33) stamps  stamp overprinted "N, W, Figure 10. A pair of the newly

Guinea Scott 18) and a German Mew overprinted by the Australian  Pacific Islands”issued in 1915 established “Territory of New

Guinea 5-mark stamp issued in 1914, Military in 1914, For a brief (Morth West Pacific Islands Guinea” 2-pence stamps that

On the 1914 [Scott 21) issue, the word time German New Guinea was  Scott 24). was issued In 1925 (Mew
renamed “Mew Britain”, Guinea Secott 33).

“NeuGuinea” is not hyphenated,
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Figure 12. Front and reverse of a British New Guinea 1-pence postcard, uprated with a
2-pence stamp, sent to Germany in 1903 (Papua New Guinea Scott 3).

Figure 11. Front and reverse showing a cover with pair of 6-pence
Queensland stamps postmarked in British New Guinea in 1893, and sent
to Nova Scotia, Canada, before British New Guinea issued its own stamps
(Queensland Scott 95).. These covers are extremely rare. Images are
courtesy of Glen Stephens, Glen Stephen Stamps, Sydney, Australia.

These letters are the abbreviation for
“Georgius Rex Imperator,” referring
to the incumbent British king. Two
examples of these are shown in Figure
8, one with the “G.R.L.” overprint-
ed on a German New Guinea 20 pf
stamp and one on a German Marshall
Islands 20 pf stamp. Both types were
used under the Australian control of
the area. During a very brief time from
1914 to 1915 while these overprints
were being used, this area was known
as “New Britain,” actually the name of
another island just to the east of the
island of New Guinea. In 1915 Aus-
tralia overprinted Australian stamps
with “N.W. Pacific Islands” and these
were used until 1925 in what had been
“German New Guinea” or “New Brit-
ain,” as well as in several other islands,
such as Nauru (Figure 9).

In 1925 under a League of Nations
mandate, German New Guinea was
officially placed under the administra-
tion of Australia, and the name was
changed to the “Territory of New
Guinea” and its own stamps began to
be used until the beginning of WWII.
See Figure 10 for a pair of the 2-pence
“Bird of Paradise” issue.

British New Guinea

In the southeast of New Guinea,
in British New Guinea, Queensland
stamps were used from 1888 until
1901; these covers sent from British
New Guinea with Queensland stamps
are extremely rare. See Figure 11 for
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Figure 13, British New Guinea 2-pence stamp
overprinted “Papual” lssued in 1906 (Papua New

Guinea Scott 13). Scott 31),

an example of the partial images of the front and reverse of
a cover sent to Nova Scotia, Canada. British New Guinea
issued its own stamps in 1901, These stamps are listed in
the Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalogue under Papua
New Guinea. Figure 12 shows an uprated 1-pence British
Mew Guinea postcard with a 2-pence stamp that was sent to
Germany in 1903.

In 1905, the name of the territory was changed from
British New Guinea to “Territory of Papua,” and the Brit-
ish New Guinea definitive set of 1901 was overprinted with
the word “Papua.” See Figure 13 for a British New Guinea

Figure 14. First stamps issued as
“Papua” included a 4-pence stamp
issued in 1907 (Papua New Guinea
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Indies 10-cent 1941
stamp overprinted by the
Japanese.

2-pence stamp overprinted in 1906. These types of over-
printed stamps were used until Papua issued a new set, with
its own Papua stamps in 1907-8. For example, see Figure 14
for a 4-pence example of the first stamps issued as “Papua”,
Papua would continue to issue its own stamps until the start
of WWIL

WWII in New Guinea

Are we confused yet? At this point the author certainly
was confused and needed to do additional research.
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Figure 17. An example of three 1-pence Australian stamps on a cover that was sent in
1949 fram Papua Mew Guinea (Australia Scott 191 and 210).

Figure 18. The first day issue of the 1952 Papua and New Guinea first combined kina
(Papua New Guinea Scott 122-126).

CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Mr. 8.C. Rittman,
P.0. Box 522,

1972 ELECTIONS e
FIRST DAY COVER el

Figure 19, The first day issue of the 1972 Self-Rule Papua New Guinea issues (Papua
New Guinea Scott 340-1).

Up until the start of WWII there were
numerous conflicts within various indige-
nous groups and uprisings against govern-
ments. Movements for independence grew
throughout New Guinea. The movement
for independence was particularly strong
on the major islands of the Netherlands
Indies, Java and Sumatra.

In 1942 almost all of the Netherlands
Indies, including Netherlands New Guin-
ea, the territories of New Guinea, and
Papua, were invaded and occupied by
Japan. At first, many of the indigenous
people welcomed the Japanese as “freeing”
their lands, But very quickly, the indig-
enous people saw the oppressive treatment
of the local populations by the Japanese
and turned to support the Allies during
WWII. There was fierce fighting between
the Allies and Japanese on New Guinea
throughout the war. The call for indepen-
dence by the indigenous people, however,
would continue to grow throughout the
War.

After occupying the Netherlands
Indies and New Guinea, the Japanese over-
printed numerous stamps from the region,
and used these in the postal systems in
the region, There are very many of types
of these overprints and many forgeries.
There is no known use of a Netherlands
Indies stamp overprinted by Japan that
was used in New Guinea. See Figure 15 for
an example of a Netherlands Indies stamp
overprinted by the Japanese. The Scott
catalog mentions, but does not list, these
stamps. There are many collectors who
specialize in these Japanese overprints, and
it can be a challenging area to understand.
It is very rare to find a cover or card from
the time of the Japanese occupation that
was posted anywhere in all of New Guinea
during WWIL In fact, hardly any civilian
postal items are known from the Neth-
erlands New Guinea during the Japanese
occupation. There are, however, examples
of Japanese field post cards. See Figure 16
for an example of a field card and explana-
tion of the marking on the card in Dutch.

Post-WWII and

Independence

After WWIIL, on the eastern half of
the island, Australian stamps were used
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both in the Territory of New Guinea and
Papua until 1952. Figure 17 is an example
of Australian stamps being used on a let-
ter sent in 1949 from Papua New Guinea.
In 1949, the Territory of New Guinea and
Papua were unified. Then new stamps
were issued in the name of "Papua and
New Guinea” in 1952, See Figure 18 for
a first day cover with the first issues from
Papua and New Guinea. When self-rule
was gained from Australia in 1972, the
country’s name was changed to Papua
New Guinea and stamps were issued as
such. Figure 19 illustrates the Papua New
Guinea self-rule stamps first day cover
with the name change to “Papua New
Guinea”. Full independence was gained in
1975. See Figure 20 for a souvenir sheet of
the two stamps celebrating independence
using the new currency, the kina, with 100
toea equaling 1 kina.

Meanwhile, during WWII the indepen-
dence movement within the Netherlands
Indies, led by Sukarno and Moham-
mad Hatta, grew stronger. After the war
ended, on August 17, 1945, Sukarno and
Hatta declared independence for Indone-
sia, which in their own minds included
Netherlands New Guinea. Sukarno and
Hatta issued many revolutionary “Repoe-
blick Indonesia” (Republic of Indonesia)
stamps from 1945 to 1949, first over-
printing Netherlands Indies stamps, and
even overprinting the Netherlands Indies
stamps that Japan had overprinted. See
Figures 21 and 22 for examples of Neth-
erlands Indies stamps overprinted by the
“Repoeblik Indonesia”. Sukarno and Hatta
issued their own official Republic of Indo-
nesia stamps, “Repoeblik Indonesia,” in
1948. These stamps were mainly issued to
promote the “independence movement”
internationally and were heavily promoted
in the U.S. by stamp dealer | & H Stolow.
The stamps were printed in Vienna and
have become known as the Vienna issues.
They issued some in a pamphlet with
propaganda against the Dutch. See Fig-
ure 23 for an example of this pamphlet
illustrating a mixture of Indonesia Scott
1-21. None of these Republic of Indonesia
stamps are known to have been used in
the Dutch-controlled West New Guinea.
Interestingly, the spelling of the names
on these early stamps in Indonesia varied

l
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papua new guinea

Figure 20. The souvenir shest of the 1975 Papua Independence issues with the new
currency, the issues [Papua New Guinea Scott 424a).
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Figure 21. Card sent in 1946 with two overprinted Netherland Indies 1-cent stamps and
one 3-cent stamp overprinied with “Repoeblik Indonesia® (Indonesia Scott 1L5 and two
1L1). Front and reverse are included.
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Figure 22, "Repoeblik of Indonesia® overprint of
Metherlands Indies 17 V> cent stamps that had previously
been overprinted by the Japanese. These stamps were
overprinted in 1946 in Sumatra (Indonesia Scott 2LE8).
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Figure 23. The 1948 Hepoehhk ailndnnesia booklet, containing the so-called “Vienna lssues”
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Figure 24, Example of the first “Nieuw
Guinea”issued in 1950, after Indonesia’s
Guineaindependence (Netherlands New
Guinea Scott B24). Beginning in 1954
*Nederlands Nieuw Guinea™ was used
on the stamps. Anexample is the one

of the butterfiy stamps isswed in 1960
(Netherlands Mew Guinea Scott 21).

between “Repoeblik” and "Republik” from 1945 until 1949,
when “Republik” became the standard for Indonesia.

After numerous armed conflicts between the rebels
and the Dutch over several years after WWII, the Dutch
agreed to grant independence to Indonesia at the end of
1949. However, this agreement did not include Netherlands
New Guinea. The governance of West New Guinea would
remain a bitter dispute between the two countries, including
a limited armed conflict. The Dutch began to issue “Nieuw
Guinea” stamps and stationery in 1950, and then from 1954
they were inscribed “Nederlands Nieuw Guinea”, and these
were used until 1962. See Figure 24 for the two different
types of stamps issued in 1950 and after 1954.

The idea behind first using a rather neutral inscription
“New Guinea” (in fact incorrectly, as it was only the western
part of the island of New Guinea), was because the Dutch
did not want to defy the Indonesians, as negotiations for
transfer of the authority were still going on after 1949, Then,
when these yielded no results, the new territorial “Neder-
lands Nieuw Guinea” inscription on the stamps reflected
the determination of the Dutch not to give up West New
Guinea.

The Dutch had different plans for Netherlands New
Guinea than Indonesia. Since the majority of the Pap-
uan populations wished to stay in the Kingdom of the

Figure 25. Republic of
Indonesia stamp overprinted
Irian Barat, issued in 1953
{Indonesia West Irian 31),

Figure 26. Comparisan of the 1954 Bird of Paradise 1-cent with the
overprinted “UNTEA" issued in 1962 (left, Netherlands New Guinea
Scott 22 and right, UNTEA Scott 1). The example shown is of the first
printing of the UNTEA stamps.

Netherlands, the Dutch planned to guide the Netherlands
New Guinea to self-rule and/or independence, The Dutch
intended to create a separate state or a union with the east-
ern part of New Guinea, to be administered by Australia.
The move to self-rule would be under United Nations
supervision, but the plan was unacceptable to Indonesia.

In 1961, Indonesia landed paratroops on Netherlands
New Guinea, which caused a crisis between Indonesia and
the Netherlands. The U.S. mediated a settlement at the U.N.
between Indonesia and the Netherlands. On August 15,
1962, the Netherlands and Indonesia agreed that control of
the Netherlands New Guinea would be given over to Indo-
nesia during a seven-month transfer period, administered
by the U.N. The agreement was supposed to enable the
residents of West New Guinea to determine the status of
that area in a vote called the "Act of Free Choice” at a later
date in 1969.

After the turnover from the United Nations Temporary
Executive Authority, West New Guinea became a territory
of Indonesia, known as Irian Barat (Barat means western).
The name was later changed to Irian Jaya (Jaya means
“Glorious”). Indonesia overprinted stamps “Irian Barat,”
and stamps with both “Irian Barat and Republik Indonesia™
were used from 1963 until 1970. For an example of the Irian
Barat overprint issued in 1963, see Figure 25. In 1970, West
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Figure 27. The first
printing in 1962 of
the UNTEA stamps
onan album page
[UNTEA Scott 1-8

shown).

Figure 28. The
second printing

in 1963 of the
UNTEA stamps on
an album page
(UNTEA Scott 1a-8a
shown).
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Figure 29. The third printing in 1963 of
the UNTEA stamps with the small letters
of 14mm in length (UNTEA Scott 1b, 3b-
9b shown).
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Mew Guinea was fully incorporated
into Indonesia, after the very contro-
versial vote of the “Free Choice Act,”
when on  August 2, 1969, 1.025 men
and women selected by the Indone-
sian military in Western New Guinea
voted unanimously in favor of Indo-
nesian control.

Ironically, the incorporation of
Irian Barat did not end the conflicts
in New Guinea (Map 2). An inde-
pendence movement to free West
New Guinea from Indonesia quickly
started up, known as the “Free Papua
Movement.” Today this protest action
is known as the “Papua Conflict.”
This freedom movement has conduct-
ed sporadic guerrilla warfare against
the Indonesian military and police in
West New Guinea.

The UNTEA Overprinted
Stamps

Between October 1962 and the
end of April 1963, during the trans-
ter of West New Guinea from Neth-
erlands rule to Indonesian rule, the
U.N. administered this region of
West Wew Guinea. It was called the
United Nations Temporary Execu-
tive Authority (UNTEA). The United
Mations Security Force (UNSF) in
West Guinea was sent to the region
to try and keep the peace. The UNSF
was composed of about 1,400 mili-
tary troops from Pakistan, supported
by 14 Canadian and 37 U.S. aircraft
and crew. For this very short period
of seven months, 19 of 25 values of
the definitive sets from 1950-59 and
three items of postal stationery, one
postcard and two aerogrammes from
Netherlands New Guinea were over-
printed with the letters “UNTEA” for
use in the postal service. See Figure
26 for the comparison of the regular
Metherlands New Guinea stamp with
the overprinted "UNTEA" issue. The
UNTEA stamps (excluding the sta-
tionery) were sold locally and also
available through the United Nations
philatelic bureaus in New York and
Geneva.

Figure 30, The fourth printing in 1963 of the
UNTEA stamps with the large letters of 19mm in
length [UNTEA Scott 1c and 5c¢).
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Figure 31. A cover with mixed printings of “UNTEA.” For example, on the bottom row,
the 20-cent is the small letter third printing, the 15-cent is the second printing and the
12- and 7-cent are the first printing stamps.
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Figure 32. A comparison of the first printing
of the UNTEA overprints - at left, in which
the letter "N” is lower than the letter "U* -
compared to the second printing.

Figure 33, Examples of the inverts of the first printing of the UNTEA stamps.
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Map 2. The contemporary island of

Mew Guinea, The western half is part of
Indonesia, commaonly known as Irian Jaya
or West New Guinea. The eastern half is the

mainland of Papua New Guinea,
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Figure 34. Example of the fake Hoorn inverts.
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Figure 36, Double overprint on first
printing 17-cent UNTEA stamp.
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“ghost double printing” on the Figure 37, Forgeries of the third printing with the small
Z-qulden stamp. letters.
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Figure 35. Suspected fake
inverted overprinted UNTEA
on an 35-cent stamp.
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When [ first started collecting the
UNTEA issues | was confused some-
what by the different printings of the
overprints of “UNTEA" on the same
stamp values. | am not an éxpert on
these stamps, but the collectors of this
topic are fortunate to have a book that
was produced by the "Studiegroep
ZWP" called the Plaatfouten en (op)
drukafwijkingen Nederlands Nieuw-
Guinea en UNTEA (Plate errors and
(on) pressure deviations Dutch New
Guinea and UNTEA). Some of this
book is translated into English, includ-
ing the section on the UNTEA issues.

The ZWP book goes into much
detail on the types of the printings and
variety overprints of UNTEA, some of
which is not in the scope of this article,
which focuses on the UNTEA issues
listed in the Dutch NVPH Speciale
2020 Catalogus (known hereafter as
NVPH).

During the short period of use of
the UNTEA stamps and stationery,
there were four basic different over-
prints, varying in type and size. In
addition, there were inverts, double
printings, missing letters and other
varieties of the position of the letters,
as well as custom-made-on-request
philatelic items. Philatelic forgeries
also exist. Most of the forgeries are
easy to spot, but some are very good
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esssensen e8ssssrsssctsstascns: one missing the “N”in a block of 4,

Figure 38. The fourth printing large letters

UNTEA 10-cent, one inverted in a block of 4. inverted.

copies of the real overprints. There are some disputes among experts about
whether certain overprints are genuine or forgeries. My favorite quote from the
ZWP book is, "To quote a senior specialist in the field of UNTEA, ‘UNTEA is a
maze’. Conclusion: besides a lot of fun, collecting UNTEA is bound to give you
serious headaches.”

There are four different major types of the printing listed in the NVPH cata-
log. The first printing is listed by the NVPH as being issued in 1962 and with the
numbers 1-19. The length of the overprinted letters in the first printing is 17mm.
See Figure 27 for a partial album page of these first printings (UNTEA Scott
1-19).The second printing is listed as being printed in 1963 and with the NVPH
numbers of 20-38, See Figure 28 for a partial page of the second printing of these
issues (UNTEA Scott 1a-19a). The letter length of the second printing overprints
is 17%mm. The third printing, also issued in 1963, is listed in NVPH with the
numbers of 39-46 and consisted of only 8 values (the five birds of paradise and the
three crown pigeons) overprinted with smaller letters of 14mm in length. Figure
29 shows examples of the third printing (UNTEA Scott 1b, 3b-9b).

The fourth printing, again issued in 1963, has only two values overprinted in
larger letters, 19mm in length, and are listed as NVPH 47-48 (Figure 30), When
looking at covers with UNTEA overprints, it can be confusing because some
philatelic covers made on request contain a mixture of these different printings,
and some postmarks are backdated to 1962, before some of the stamps were even
issued. Figure 31 illustrates a mixed cover with both the 1962 and 1963 overprints.

The most difficult printings to distinguish are the first and second overprint
printings. The first overprinting of UNTEA was printed by an American printer,
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; E % Figure 39, The fourth printing large letters UNTEA 10-cent,

Figure 40. The fourth printing
large letters UNTEA 1 cent

Figure 41. The fourth printing large letters
UNTEA 1 cent, one missing the “N"ina
strip of three.
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Figure 43, Custom-made caver with normal and inverted UNTEA stamps.

Intertype, and sheets of 100 Nether-
lands New Guinea issued stamps were
overprinted. There was an underes-
timation of the number of stamps
needed, and a second printing in 1963
was made by the Dutch company,
Johan Enschede & Sons of Haarlem.
Since the old printing plates used by
Intertype were destroyed, new plates
had to be made, with new letters. As
a result, minor revisions were made
in some of the letters. The main item
to note is that on the first printing, the
letter “N" is lower than the letter "L’
in "UNTEA". See Figure 32 for a close
up of the letters “UN".

The first printing has many differ-
ent varieties. The Scott catalog does
not mention the many different vari-
eties and we have to rely on the NVPH
catalog. The NVPH lists inverts for
12 of the values, the 1-, 5-, 10-, 12-,
15-, 17-, 20-, 30-, 45+, 55- and 80-cent
and the 2-guilder (gld) stamps. NVPH
gives the denotation of "f" for the
inverts.

The ZWP book lists 14 inverts,
including the 85-cent and 5-gld val-
ues. Figure 33 shows some examples
of the inverted overprints. The ZWP
states that "Dangerous forgeries exist
with the Type Il (the second printing
of 1963) overprint. These are known
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as the Hoorn forgeries in the philatelic
trade (Hoorn is a town in the prov-
ince of Noord-Holland). See Figure
34 for some examples of the suspected
Hoorn forgeries of inverts. Han Dijks-
tra, one of the authors of the ZWP and
an expert on the UNTEA issues, states
he has not spoken to any dealers or
collectors who can give more informa-
tion on why these forgeries are called
“Hoorn” forgeries. The ZWP book
suggests that all inverted overprints
with the second printing UNTEA are
always forgeries and usually are the
Hoorn forgeries. The NVPH catalog
states the inverted 85-cent value is
probably a forgery. Figure 35 shows
the inverted UNTEA on the 85-cent
stamp. The ZWP book states that
five copies each have been seen of the
30-cent and 5-gulden inverts, and the
NVPH, states that 95 copies of the
30-cent value were destroyed inten-
tionally, so that the remaining five
30-cent inverts would be rare. It is
reported that only one of the inverted
overprints of the 5-gulden value may
actually exist.

Both the NVPH catalog and ZWP
book list only one true double printing
of the 17-cent value, numbered 8fa.
Figure 36a is an example of the double
printing on the 17-cent value. There

Figure 44, Medal given to military who participated in the UNTEA
operations,

Figure 45. A 7-cent UNTEA mamr&;tmgnmnasr of Han Dijkﬂra.

Figure 46. & 15-cent UNTEA acrogramme. Image courtesy of Han Dijkstra.
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Figure 47. A 35-cent UNTEA aerogramme. Image courtesy of Han Dijkstra.

Omroep Nieuw-Guinea) promotion. Image courtesy of Han Dijkstra,

Figure 48. A 7-cent UNTEA postcard with extra stamps as part of the radio station (Radio

are also double faint or “bouncing”
overprints, as mentioned by ZWP.
These images also are called “ghost
images,” as seen in Figure 36b. The
NPVH lists six of these values, the 20-,
30- and 55-cents and the 1-, 2- and
5-gulden values, and gives them the
denotation of "fh." The ZWP book
mentions eight values, adding the 1-,
5-, 10-, 20- and 55-cents, and the 1-,
2- and 5-gulden values. However, the
ZWP book does not list the 30-cent
value.

Thankfully, there are not many
known varieties with the overprints
in the third printing with the small
letters. However, there are some forg-
eries of these small letters that have
thinner letters, also with inverts that
are forgeries. There are no known
legitimate inverts of the third print-
ing. Figure 37 shows some examples
of forgeries of the third printing with
the small letter.

Just one or two days after the third
printing overprints were issued, two
values with the fourth printing of larg-
er UNTEA letters were released. These
two values were the 1- and 10-cent
values, Two major varieties were seen
with these values. The 10-cent value
has an inverted overprint, as well as an
overprint missing the “N" in UNTEA.
NVPH lists these as 48fa for the invert
and the missing “N" as the 48(b stamp.
Figures 38 and 39 are examples with
the invert and missing the "N.” These
inverts and missing "N issues are also
noted in the ZWP book. The inverted
value of the 1-cent with larger letters is
listed in NVPH as 47fa. This inverted
overprint is also noted in the ZWP
book. Figure 40 shows the inverted
overprint on the 1-cent with larger
letters. Not mentioned in the NVPH
catalog is the 1-cent missing the *N"
in UNTEA, although the ZWP book
does mention it. See Figure 41 for an
example of the 1-cent missing the “N"
in the UNTEA.

There are many different types
of custom-made UNTEA philatelic
items, such as ones made on the last
day of the UNTEA, or a last day cover.
See Figure 42 for ones made for one
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Figure 49, The United Nations produced
a cachet on August 15, 1962, to
commemorate the agreement between
Netherlands and Indonesia (UN Mew York
Scott 98],
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Figure 50. A UN commemorative of UNTEA on the first anniversary, October 1, 1963 (UN New

York Scott 118),

of the Pakistani troops. There are many other philatelic
custom-made UNTEA items, such as covers with inverted
and regular overprinted stamps. An example of a mixed
cover with an inverted overprint and a normal overprint
is in Figure 43. A medal, issued for the troops serving in
the United Nations Special Forces in West New Guinea is
shown in Figure 44,

There were three UNTEA postal stationery issues: one
7-cent postcard and two aerogrammes with 15-cent and
35-cent values, each issued with three different tvpes of
overprints. Figures 45, 46 and 47 are examples of the 7-cent
postcard and the two aerogramme values, A radio station
(Radio Omroep Nicuw-Guinea) used the 7-cent postcard
for a promotion for the sender to request to play a song
and raise money for charity by adding additional postage.
An example of one of these postcards is in Figure 48. As
a result, many of these postcard promotions are available
in the philatelic market. There is a very interesting article
in English on the Netherlands + Philately website about
these postcards used in the radio promotion in more detail
(https.//www.netpha.nl/?s=untea).

In addition, the United Nations issued philatelic material,
such as the cachet shown in Figure 49 commemorating the
agreement between the Netherlands and Indonesia. The UN.

issued its own UNTEA commemorative stamps on October
1, 1963, as shown in Figure 50. Also Pakistan issued a stamp
commemorating the Pakistani military participation in the
UNTEA forces issued in 1963 with a 13-paisa Pakistan stamp
overprinted “U.N. Force West Irian” as seen in Figure 51.

Another great quote from the ZWP book sums up the
feelings of collecting UNTEA to many collectors. "There are
also highly refined forgeries. To the best of our knowledge
a complete list of forgeries has not been drawn up yet. A
UNTEA collector was recently heard to say, "Make sure you
have plenty of the right stuff, and then you needn’t bother
about the forgeries.”™
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